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time, and I commend our colleagues for 
bringing this very important resolu-
tion to the floor. As I was listening to 
the debate on the suspensions upstairs, 
I was personally at first pleased, sad-
dened, a whole mixture of emotions to 
hear that there was going to be a trib-
ute to those who fought at the Battle 
of the Bulge, because I cannot remem-
ber a time in my whole childhood or 
growing up that that was not a source 
of sadness and pride to our family.

b 1630 
My father’s brother, John 

D’Alesandro, died at the Battle of the 
Bulge; and it was a source of great sad-
ness for our family, for his children. 
But then the good news was that he re-
ceived the Purple Heart. Well, that was 
a scary notion to a child all those 
years growing up. The Purple Heart? 
What did that mean? But it meant a 
wonderful thing about his bravery. So 
to think that all these many years 
later when all of us thought that we 
had to keep the memory alive because 
of our personal relationship, that this 
Congress would come here today to rec-
ognize those many, many, many people 
who fought so bravely, who have pro-
tected our freedom, who made the su-
preme sacrifice and those who were 
willing to make that sacrifice. 

I greatly thank our colleagues for 
what they are doing today, and I can 
speak firsthand for what it means to so 
many families across America. 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 5055 to authorize a 
memorial in Arlington National Cemetery Hon-
oring the World War II veterans who fought in 
the Battle of the Bulge. I urge my colleagues 
to join in supporting its passage. 

The Battle of the Bulge is one of the most 
famous battles in American military history. In 
the weeks leading up to the Christmas of 
1944, it appeared to the Western Allies that 
victory over the German Army was near at 
hand. Since the Allied Landings of D-Day, the 
German forces were pushed back across the 
French countryside. By autumn, the Allies had 
liberated significant portions of Belgium and 
the Netherlands. It appeared that one final 
push was all that was needed to force a total 
collapse of German resistance on the western 
front and lead to the invasion of the German 
homeland. 

What the Allied commanders were not 
aware of was the fact that the German dictator 
was planning one final, desperate offensive. 
For weeks the German military had been 
building up its limited stocks of fuel and am-
munition. By mid December 1944, they were 
prepared to launch one final offensive through 
the Ardennes Forest, in the hopes of splitting 
the Allied lines and driving to the English 
Channel. 

The German attack came as a near total 
surprise, and achieved initial success. Poor 
weather prevented Allied air superiority from 
being brought to bear, and the German pan-
zers took full advantage of the respite. Yet, in 
the end, the offensive failed. 

The offensive failed because American sol-
diers shook off their initial shock and fought 

with a stubborn tenacity to prevent a German 
breakthrough. The Allied lines gave way, 
hence the ‘‘Bulge’’ description, but refused to 
break. After several days, the weather cleared, 
and the overwhelming Allied advantage in tac-
tical air power could finally be brought to bear 
in a concentrated counterattack. 

This resolution permits the placement of a 
marker honoring those veterans who fought in 
the Battle of the Bulge in Arlington National 
Cemetery. These veterans put up a tenacious 
defense, in horrible conditions, against an 
enemy with superior armored forces. Their 
success in halting the German Ardennes of-
fensive preserved the Allied lines, and helped 
to maintain the pressure on Germany’s mili-
tary. After the Battle of the Bulge, the German 
effort on the western front was finished. Within 
six months, Germany had surrendered. 

The efforts of our veterans in the Battle of 
the Bulge, like those of all Americans who 
fought against tyranny in World War II, de-
serve our recognition and respect. I urge my 
colleagues to join in supporting this measure, 
which honors the contributions of the veterans 
of the Bulge to the Ultimate victory of freedom 
over tyranny during the Second World War. 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 5055. This measure author-
izes the placement in Arlington National Cem-
etery of a memorial to honor our brave World 
War II veterans who fought in the Battle of the 
Bulge. In particular I thank Chairman CHRIS 
SMITH and Ranking Member LANE EVANS, as 
well as MIKE SIMPSON, the Chairman of our 
Benefits Subcommittee for their strong support 
for this important bill. 

Mr. Speaker, my father-in-law, Victor 
Gaytan, fought at the Battle of the Bulge. I am 
very pleased this memorial will honor him and 
his comrades who fought bravely during that 
difficult battle. 

As Field Marshal Montgomery said, the Bat-
tle of the Bulge ‘‘was definitely one of the 
most difficult in which I have been able to par-
ticipate and the stakes were considerable.’’ Ar-
lington is a fitting place to honor these brave 
veterans, those that returned as my father-in-
law did, as well as those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. 

I am pleased to support this measure. I urge 
all members to support the bill. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I urge my colleagues to support this 
measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 5055. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 5055, H.R. 3645, and H.R. 4940. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AMERICAN 5–CENT COIN DESIGN 
CONTINUITY ACT OF 2002 

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4903) to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to specify that the reverse 
of the 5-cent piece shall bear an image 
of Monticello, and for other purposes, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 4903

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American 5-
Cent Coin Design Continuity Act of 2002’’. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNS ON THE 5–CENT COIN COM-

MEMORATING THE BICENTENNIAL 
OF THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b) 
and after consulting with the Coin Design 
Advisory Committee and the Commission of 
Fine Arts, the Secretary of the Treasury 
may change the design on the obverse and 
the reverse of the 5-cent coin for coins issued 
in 2003, 2004, and 2005 in commemoration of 
the bicentennial of the Louisiana Purchase. 

(b) DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS.—
(1) OBVERSE.—If the Secretary of the 

Treasury elects to change the obverse of 5-
cent coins issued during 2003, 2004, and 2005, 
the design shall include an image of Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson in commemoration of 
his role with respect to the Louisiana Pur-
chase and the commissioning of the Louis 
and Clark Expedition to explore the newly 
acquired territory. 

(2) REVERSE.—If the Secretary of the 
Treasury elects to change the reverse of the 
5-cent coins issued during 2003, 2004, and 2005, 
the design selected shall commemorate the 
Louisiana Purchase. 

(3) OTHER INSCRIPTIONS.—5-cent coins 
issued during 2003, 2004, and 2005 shall con-
tinue to meet all other requirements for in-
scriptions and designations applicable to cir-
culating coins under section 5112(d)(1) of 
title 31, United States Code. 
SEC. 3. DESIGNS ON THE 5-CENT COIN SUBSE-

QUENT TO THE COMMEMORATION 
OF THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE LOU-
ISIANA PURCHASE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5112(d)(1) of title 
31, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing after the 4th sentence the following new 
sentences: ‘‘The obverse of any 5-cent coin 
issued after December 31, 2005, shall bear an 
image of Thomas Jefferson. The reverse of 
any 5-cent coin issued after December 31, 
2005, shall bear an image of the home of 
Thomas Jefferson at Monticello.’’. 

(b) DESIGN CONSULTATION.— The 2d sen-
tence of section 5112(d)(2) of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘, after 
consulting with the Coin Design Advisory 
Committee and the Commission of Fine 
Arts,’’ after ‘‘The Secretary may’’. 
SEC. 4. COIN DESIGN ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter 
51 of title 31, United States Code, is amended 
by inserting after section 5136 (as amended 
by section 5 of this Act) the following new 
section: 
‘‘§ 5137. Coin Design Advisory Committee 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby es-
tablished the Coin Design Advisory Com-
mittee (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Advisory Committee’’). 
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